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not be proper to take any public steps for the
assembling* of the army, but whatever can be
done without a disclosure of the ultimate object,
I authorize you to do immediately, intending" to
apprise you by this letter,, that it is my positive
resolution to assemble the army upon the coast.
I wish to receive from you,, by express, a state of
the force which you can put in motion immediately,
and within what time you can make any large
additions to it.

"By the same express,, you will also have the
goodness to inform me what station you deem the
best for assembling a force ,with a view of marching
directly to Seringapataui, and at what period the
army must move for that purpose, so as to reach
Seringapatam before the coast of Malabar shall
become safe for the approach of any naval force.
I will send you, as soon as possible, the largest
supply in specie rrhich I can procure.

" If you could despatch your answer to my
questions by any fast-sailing vessel, and could
send with your answers any intelligent officer who
might be capable of entering into all the details
of your force, of the seasons^ and all other cir-
cumstances connected with the object of striking
a sudden blow against Tippoo, before he can
receive any foreign aid., you would greatly
assist me in the arrangement of my measures,,
upon this serious occasion.

" You may rely on my unremitting attention